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“I realise I’ve been listening to Indonesian 

City Pop since the 80s” 

 

“City pop is a music in my country [Indonesia]  

known as urban pop or creative pop” 

 

“My mom was playing it every day since I 

was born, we lived in hk [Hong Kong]” 





“I was introduced to City Pop through Youtube's 

Recommendation algorithm.  I was really into 

vaporwave and it's danceable subgenre, Future 

Funk, which relies on sampling from City Pop.  

One day, Youtube recommended Plastic Love and 

the rest is history.” 



—

—

“Listening to my first City Pop song got me into the world of Japanese music 

as well, a whirlwind of a journey that has expanded my tastes considerably, 

and not just in Japanese either. From City Pop, I also explored the Western 

music that inspired it, the music it was imitating, such as French chansons, 

the Motown sound, and the 60s British pop/rock music. It's difficult to 

imagine how my musical tastes would look without City Pop.” 
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“City Pop provides me with such vivid mental 

imagery. I personally don’t speak Japanese and so 

the artists could be singing about anything. But 

based on everything else, I can’t disconnect City 

Pop from scenes like “summertime coastline 

cruising in a convertible car” or “quiet late night 

city street cruising”. It just feels like the best 

music to fit those scenes. City Pop is the 

predominating genre I play when I drive to uni.” 

https://www.vanpaugam.com/blog/2020/10/20/city-pop-aesthetics




“It makes me nostalgic for the 1980’s, 

when Japanese technology was cool.”
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